
 

 
 
 
Shape Chords 
Creative new chord voicings can be derived from moving a familiar shape to different parts of the 
neck.  
 
For example, a common open C chord can become a great Dsus chord by moving the C chord 
shape up 2 frets. 
 
If we keep putting that open C chord shape in different places on the neck a variety of new chord 
are derived.   
 
Not all of these derived chords musically work and are a pleasing chord – but several of them create 
some wonderful new voicings that are easy to play because they are using a chord shape that you 
already know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Shape Chord Progression: C Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shape chords can be used with other familiar shapes to create fresh sounding chord voicings.   
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Here are some great voicings that are derived from moving an open E chord form up the neck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shape Chord Progression: E Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is another set of voicings based from an F#m11 shape. 
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Finally, here is one last set of voicings based from an E5 on the fifth string shape. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Shape Chord Progressions  
 
Example 1 
V-vim-IV-I in E with syncopation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example 2 
V-vim-IV-I in E with syncopation 
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Example 3 
V-vim-IV-I in E with syncopation 
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