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Jazz$guitar$is$known$for$its$colorful$and$rich$harmonies.$$Jazz$chords$fit$into$three$main$categories$–$Major$
Sevenths,$Minor$Sevenths,$Dominant$Sevenths.$
$
Each$of$the$following$charts$shows$the$common$chord$substitutions$for$each$type$of$Jazz$chord$in$every$
key.$$Notice$that$they$are$generally$a$third$away$from$each$other.$
$
1)$Locate$the$original$chord.$$Don’t$worry$about$any$color$tones$shown$with$the$original$chord.$$$
For$example,$an$Abmaj13$would$be$an$Abmaj7.$And$an$Amaj9$would$be$an$Amaj7$root$chord.$
$
2)$The$first$substitution$will$be$the$safer$choice$with$the$others$shown$being$increasingly$colorful.$The$last$
option$contains$notes$that$would$be$“outside”$the$key.$
$

Major Seventh Chord Substitutions  
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ORIGINAL!
CHORD!

CHORD!
SUBSTITUTIONS!

!
(contains!non*
diatonic!note)!

Abmaj7! Cm7$ Ebmaj7$ Gm7$

Amaj7! C#m7$ Emaj7$ G#m7$

Bbmaj7! Dm7$ Fmaj7$ Am7$

Bmaj7! D#m7$ F#maj7$ A#m$

Cmaj7! Em7$ Gmaj7$ Bmin7$

Dbmaj7! Fm7$ Abmaj7$ Cm7$

Dmaj7! F#m7$ Amaj7$ C#m7$

Ebmaj7! Gm7$ Bbmaj7$ Dm7$

Emaj7! G#m7$ Bmaj7$ D#m7$

Fmaj7! Am7$ Cmaj7$ Em7$

Gbmaj7! Bbm7$ Dbmaj7$ Fm7$

Gmaj7! Bm7$ Dmaj7$ F#m7$



2! Jazz$Chord$Substitutions!

$
$

Minor Seventh Chord Substitutions$
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ORIGINAL!
CHORD!

CHORD!
SUBSTITUTIONS!

! !
!

Abm7! Cbmaj7$ Ebm7$ Gbmaj7$ Bbm7$

Am7! Cmaj7$ Em7$ Gmaj7$ Bm7$

Bbm7! Dbmaj7$ Fm7$ Abmaj7$ Cm7$

Bm7! Dmaj7$ F#m7$ Amaj7$ C#m7$

Cm7! Ebmaj7$ Gm7$ Bbmaj7$ Dm7$

Dbm7! Emaj7$ Abm7$ Bmaj7$ Ebm7$

Dm7! Fmaj7$ Am7$ Cmaj7$ Em7$

Ebm7! Gbmaj7$ Bbm7$ Dbmaj7$ Fm7$

Em7! Gmaj7$ Bm7$ Dmaj7$ F#m7$

Fm7! Abmaj7$ Cm7$ Ebmaj7$ Gm7$

Gbm7! Amaj7$ Dbm7$ Emaj7$ Abm7$

Gm7! Bbmaj7$ Dm7$ Fmaj7$ Am7$
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There$are$many$substitution$options$for$seventh$chords.$$
$
The$first$four$options$are$built$on$thirds$and$get$increasingly$colorful.$$$
$
The$last$two$options,$the$7(b9)$and$13(b9)$are$great$sounding$options$as$well$but$let$your$ear$be$your$guide$
as$to$when$they$would$fit$in$a$musical$situation.$
$

Seventh Chord Substitutions$
$

ORIGINAL!
CHORD!

CHORD!
SUBSTITUTIONS!

! ! !
7(b9)!

SUBSTITUTION!

13(b9)!
SUBSTITUTION!

Ab7! Cm7(b5)$ Ebm7$ Gbmaj7$ Bbm7$ Adim7$ F7$

A7! C#m7(b5)$ Em7$ Gmaj7$ Bm7$ Bbdim7$ F#7$

Bb7! Dm7(b5)$ Fm7$ Abmaj7$ Cm7$ Bdim7$ G7$

B7! D#m7(b5)$ F#m7$ Amaj7$ C#m7$ Cdim7$ G#7$

C7! Em7(b5)$ Gm7$ Bbmaj7$ Dm7$ Dbdim7$ A7$

Db7! Fm7(b5)$ Abm7$ Cbmaj7$ Ebm7$ Ddim7$ Bb7$

D7! F#m7(b5)$ Am7$ Cmaj7$ Em7$ Ebdim7$ B7$

Eb7! Gm7(b5)$ Bbm7$ Dbmaj7$ Fm7$ Edim7$ C7$

E7! G#m7(b5)$ Bm7$ Dmaj7$ F#m7$ Fdim7$ C#7$

F7! Am7(b5)$ Cm7$ Ebmaj7$ Gm7$ Gbdim7$ D7$

Gb7! Bbm7(b5)$ Dbm7$ Emaj7$ Abm7$ Gdim7$ Eb7$

G7! Bm7(b5)$ Dm7$ Fmaj7$ Am7$ G#dim7$ E7$
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